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The meeting of Stephen Hobbs and Marcus Neustetter 

as an artist collaborative fuses their interests in urban 

social change and virtual culture. Over the years their 

artistic practice as resulted from experimentation 

with the juxtaposition of hi and lo tech, dead and new 

media interventions. These experiments manifest 

in public space, galleries and museums and in the 

arena of their artist lab The Trinity Session. Taking 

into consideration the exclusivity of the museum and 

gallery context current projects are focused on social 

research and mobile platforms enabling their artistic 

expression.164



→My artistic collaboration with Stephen Hobbs involves 
a preoccupation with barriers to communication observed 
through the racial and ethnic transformation of neighbour-
hoods such as Berea, Joubert Park and Hillbrow. In this photo-
essay, I explore one artistic project which examines percep-
tions of foreigness in our city of Johannesburg; ownership in 
terms of space and territory and degrees of belonging.
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The Trinity Session, has been responding to the shifting 
dynamics of the visual arts sector in South Africa. With a 
view to investigating critical gaps in the social and economic 
make-up of the South African art world, we have been 
actively mapping our projects and networks as a means of 
understanding our self-positioning within the South African 
and the global art world, and with a view to engaging new 
collaborators and audiences. These have resulted in public 
art projects, educational programmes and artistic opportu-
nities in the retail, advertising and information technology 
industries.

Artistically as Hobbs/Neustetter, we have recently been 
responding to the local challenges of urban social change as 
part of our creative approach, as demonstrated in our 2006 

-2007 UrbaNET - Hillbrow/Dakar/Hillbrow project, which 
is featured in this photo-essay. During site research for an 
urban regeneration project on the border of Hillbrow, we 
were confronted by two Francophone imigrants who warned 
us that entering Hillbrow with a camera is not safe. Drawing 
our inspiration from this encounter, we interviewed a group 
of Senegalese immigrants, asking them to draw maps of 
Dakar. Hillbrow is a neighbourhood in Johannesburg’s inner-
city, which is notorious for its current state of urban decay 

and influx of African immigrants. It is one of many inner-city 
spaces which is highly contested, given that it is laden with 
perceptions of its so-called ‘negative’ transformation. We 
used these drawn maps of Dakar to navigate the city during 
our two-week residence in May 2006, which formed part of 
our contribution to the Dak’Art Biennale ‘Off ’ Programme.

The culminating exhibition at the Ker Thiossane residency 
space in Dakar comprised a series of wall-map-paintings 
and photographic stills projections which reflected on 
the interactions and engagements resulting from navigat-
ing Dakar on foot and visiting colleagues and friends of 
the Senegalese immigrants. Both personally, and for the 
Senegalese community, our project has served as a socially 
engaged process, whereby engagement through interviews 
and drawings is employed to produce a comparative analysis 
of the two cities and, simultaneously, to cross certain 
psychological barriers inherent in contemporary South 
African society. Returning to Johannesburg, an audio-visual 
presentation and action-reflection session on the compara-
tive findings between Johannesburg and Dakar was held at 
Chez Ntemba, a night-club in Hillbrow, which is primarily 
frequented by Senegalese immigrants.
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Senegalese immigrants in 
Hillbrow mapping Dakar
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In Dakar
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University of Johannesburg 
Hillbrow walk, 14 July 2007

Presenting our Dakar 
experience at Chez Ntemba, 
Kotzé Street, Hillbrow 

169Johannesburg & megacity phenomena


